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GeoCatch’s charter is:

“To work with the community and management agerto@sanage the

catchment of Geographe Bay and its marine environse that natural

systems, people and their activities co-exist realthy, productive and
sustainable way.”

GeoCatch aims to:

- Provide a voice to the community,

- Build a shared vision,

- Develop understanding of catchment processes,

- Actively participate in caring for the catchment,

- Contribute towards a visible improvement in thaltieof the
catchment.

This Report
provides an overview
of GeoCatch's
key achievements and
projects during
2005-2006.
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River Action Planning and Implementation Project

Project officer: Katie Biggs Project achievements

1) Meelup Brook restoration and
erosion  control project  (in
partnership with
Meelup Regional Park Management -
Committee), g :

2) 9km of streambank and 36ha of >
riparian vegetation protected by *
fencing, Meelup Brook restoration project

Project aims

1) Improvements
in water quality and
environmental health,
2) Protection of high
value waterways and

biodiversity, and , , .
3) Improving landholder 3) Partnerships with community groups and support fandholders

and community undertaking river restoration,.
capacity to manage 4) Developed the Cape thurallste RAP, _
waterways. 5) 10ha of revegetation using local riparian spe@es,

6) Wild Walks at Meelup and the Abba River mouth.

Biodiversity Hotspot project

Project officer: Andrew Webb Project aims

To conserve and enhance the biodiversity of thes@tmAugust:

Hotspot area through:

1) The protection of threatened flora, fauna and/or logpcal
communities,

2) The protection of priorityegetation complexes, that are compl
with less than 30% of the original extent remainiogless than 30
in a protected status, or is the habitat for aatereed species,

3) The protection of the Vasse-Wonnerup RAMSAR wetlaydtem
and other significant wetlands,

4) The support of community groups inethmanagement of pub
reserves, and

| 5) The creation of strategic wildlife corridors to enha the protectic

o o of threatened species and maintain the viabilitpradrity vegetatio

Planting peppies for possum

habitat complexes.

Project achievements

1) 102ha of stock exclusion fencingf @riority 5) 4ha of revegetation both of priority vegetat

vegetation complexes, complexes and Western Ringtail Possum habitat,
2) 182ha of weed controlni priority vegetatio 6) Technical advice to 34 landholders/managers,
complexes, 7) Community workshops and tree plantiagtivities

3) 70ha of feral animal control along Ruabon- involving over 200 people within the lagar,
Tutunup roadpriority vegetation complexe: 8) Formation of the Western Ringtail Action group,

and 9) Support to the Shires of Capel, Busselton
4) 20ha of dieback cordt on the criticall AugustaMargaret River for the continued ¢

endangered Busselton Ironstone veget improved management of biodiversity val

community. through local government mechanisms.
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Lower Swan Coastal Plain Wetlands Project

Project officer: Nicole Lincoln

Project aims

1) To improve the long term ecological health of ptiowetlands,

2) To increase community awareness of aed values and ths
importance,

3) To provide technical advice and funds to improvetlave
values on private and public land, and

4) To encourage landholders to implement BMP’s in adjhcer

Lepidospermaransplant trial to wetland areas.

Project achievements

1) 11 public wetland sites received on-ground works,6) Partnerships formed with 5 public land mgea
2) 22 landholders received technical advice to imp and 4 community groups,

wetland values, 7) 1 Habitat Assessment,
3) 8 wetlands on private land received funding for d)Wetland themed art exhibition invohg 25 loce
ground works, artists and ArtGeo, and

4) 8 sites had baseline datllected to determit 9) Wetland brochure mailed to 700 targeted
wetland health and information fed into Wetlandbage \_/vetland Iar_ldhglders_. _

DairyCatch and NutrientSmart
Project officer: Kath Lynch Project officer: Vicki Staines
Project aims Project aims

1) Deliver industryled implementation of dairy be 1) Maximise farm productivityand reduce wastage
practice, focussingon effluent and nutrie nutrients,
management and water use efficiency, 2) Assist farmes improve their knowledge a
2) Investigate the costs and benefits to fasne‘r ti tes associated with fertiliser management,
implementing best practice, and upport for farmers to develowlividual
3) Promote a successful dairy in ams, and
‘partnership approach’ for adoptio ‘reduce nutrients exportewr farm:
resource practice. V | waterways and marine environments.

Project achievements Project achievements

Developed/implemented: 1) Supported 90 landholders across 4 catchmer

1) 92 Best Practice Effluent Management Plans, improve onfarm nutrient management, includ
2) 61 Best Practice Effluent Management Plans, developing  and impleenting nutrier
3) 64 Best Practice Nutrient Management Plans, management plans,
4) 10 Best Practice Water Use Efficiency Plans, 2) "Living soils" workshops held in Augustaining
5) Documentation of BMPs for NRM, including a farmers on healthy soils, and
cost-benefit analysis of some BMPs, and 3) Ongoing relationships between farms and ferti
6) Robust monitoring to measure water quality experts helping taleliver benefits for landholde
changes as a result of on-farm change. and the catchment beyond the lifespan thoé
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Drainage Reform Options for Better Water Quality

Project officer: Martin Pritchard ) _
Project aims

To improve water quality by providing sound adviodandholders and land managers on realistic nptio
implement on-ground works to address drainage sssmetheir properties, through the Drainage Reforin
Options report. The report describes the rangeavksvthat
can be done, provides a tool to prioritise wherddavorks and
identifies priority sub-catchments.

Project achievements

1) Production of the Drainage Reform Options Report,

2) Workshops with key stakeholders and landholder:
options to improve the drainage network, and

3) Developing partnerships with key ké&holders an
landholders to assist with implementing B&&inagemet
Practice for drainage systems in 2006-08.

The project targets degraded drainage systems

Lower Vasse River Clean Up Program

Project aims Project officer: Veronica Piper

The project built upon previous works underte Project achievements

through the Lower Vasse River Cleanup Prog

to improve water quality and ecological val The Lower Vasse River Cleanup Program review
through establishimand maintaining riparian a  completed in 2005, to assess project achievemerd
in-stream vegetation. determine future activities.

The following recommendations made in

the review were undertaken in 2005/06:

1) A focus on maintaining Isaac Street
foreshore through infill planting, weed
control and heavy mulching,

2) Native fish survey and Goldfish
eradication program,

3) Survey of pools within the Lower
Vasse River,

4) Reed Raft development,

5) Macrophyte establishment project,

6) Communication plan between
stakeholders, and

7) Continuation of the Clean Drains
awareness program with Ribbons of
Blue.

Feral goldfish found in the Lower Vasse River




Best Practice Stormwater Management

Project officer: Veronica Piper Project aims

1) To provide support to the Shires of Capel, Busseliod Augusta-Margaret River in stormwaies
Management Practice (BMP),

2) Providing strategic conceptual plans and trainioggtide future installation and planning of BMP
stormwater within the three shires, and

3) To assist with overall water management acrossdatehment.

Project achievements

1) Specific, costed and prioritised plans for impletaéon of bes
management practices for stormwater in the town€aybel, Margart
River and Dunsborough,

2) Increased capacity of local government staff to romp ongoing
management of the stormwater system and to prawviget to policy
development,

3) Increased awareness and understanding of shirk d&afelopersanc
development consultants of options available forormstvater
management,

4) Information on extent and nature of water qualigsues in the
stormwater systems in the towns, and

5) Heightened awareness in both the business and ajes@mmunity 0 sampling techniques
impacts of stormwater on local waterways how theaymontribute t
reducing these impac

Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA

Project aims Project officer: Jen Mitchell

1) Increasing community awareness of water qualityess

2) Providing school and community educational oppaties

3) Encouraging and supporting collaborative localacprojects,
4) Encouraging and supporting water quality monitoyigd

5) Maintaining networks and partnerships.

Project achievements

1) Provided professional development opportunities,

2) Provided advice and technical suppdor monitoring an
education programs,

3) Created displays for Capelfest, Balingup Small F&ield Day
and the Busselton Show,

4) Supported river restoration for landcapeofessionals and t
community,

5) Coordinated the Biodiversity Art Banners project,

6) Prcglvided curriculum support material for teacherghe region Biodiversity Art Banners project
an

7) Supported local on-ground rehabilitation projects.
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Weed and Feral Management

Project officer: Mandy Polley Project aims

1) Protect flora and fauna in the Bussel#dugusta National Biodiversity Hotspot from introéatcplants ar
animals,

2) Deliver a coordinated and targeted approach to veeebiferal animal condl in the Geographe to Caj
project area,

3) Reduce or maintain the level of weed and feral ahjppopulations,

4) Increase the capacity of the community to identifyntrol and manage weeds and feral animals, and

5) Increase participation in weed and feral animabk@d@nd management.

Project achievements

1) Over 1500 ha of land baited in the Geographe catoym

2) In conjunction with Weed Action Groups, nearly 588 of wee
control in the Geographe and Cape to Cape catclsmeciuding arun
lily, cape tulip and bridal creeper,

3) Inaugural Gedzapes Weed Forum, focussing on weed research |
and attended by over 50 participants, and

4) Training workshops for landholders and land mamggacluding wee
equipment training and manual control for arum dihd watsonia.

Community Involvement

Project officer: Mandy Polley

The European red fox

Project aims

1) Provide technical support to community and landeaddn delivery of NRM projects,

2) Assist with preparation of community NRM fundingpéipations,

3) Raise awareness in the local community of pridatal NRM issues,

4) Provide coordination support to local NRM groupsrtanage their projects and business efficientlg, an
5) Assist local landholders to develop property plang respond to key NRM issues on private properties

Project achievements

1) Initiated development of the volunteer database,
connect volunteers to GeoCatch/community projects,

2) Coordination of the quarterly GeoCatch newslettiee,
Network News,

3) Coordination of the monthly GeoCatch Up column,

4) Assisted community groups and private landholdets w
funding applications for NRM projects,

5) Coordination of the Annual Landcare Roundup, with
focus on member/volunteer recruitment, and

6) Coordination of training workshops, including Prage Participants at the Annual Landcare Roundup
Planning, Heavenly Hectares and Know Your Soils.




Vasse-Geographe Coastal Catchments Initiative

Project officer: Kirrily White ) _
Project aims

To develop a water quality improvement plan (WQiBt)the Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary catchment and the
wider catchment of Geographe Bay. The plan wdpmnd to predictive water quality modelling infortioa
and established targets for the receiving waterndsods well as information about cost effectivenefss
nutrient management practices.

Project achievements

1) Establishment and preparation of a Steering Coramttt guide the preparation of the WQIP,

2) Workshop held with GeoCatch members to identify keynagement questions for the WQIP, and

3) Partnership agreement prepared between GeoCatchthan®epartment of Environment and
Conservatio for the Ecological Character Stateme

4) Memorandum of understanding developec
between SWCC and GeoCatch,
5) Funding sourced and arrangement$
developed for a macroalgae, macrophytg
and water quality snapshot of the Vasset
Wonnerup wetlands,
6) Land use and hydrological data prepare
for the catchment, and
7) Water quality monitoring at 13 sites to
contribute to the water quality model.

LA
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Vasse-Wonnerup wetlands

Recommendations for the future monitoring of seagra SS ecosystems in

Geographe Bay

Project aims Project officers: Kirrily White & Jen Mitchell

To coordinate the design of a repeatable monitoring
program to gauge changes in the Geographe B
seagrass communities in response to environmen
impacts and management actions.

Project achievements

1) Working Group established,

2) Literature review completed,

3) Survey interviews of local divers, fishermen
and community members to record anecdota
information  about changes in  seagras
communities,

4) Pilot field work completed in February 2006,

5) Final report prepared outlining monitoring
recommendations, and

6) Assisted with funding sources for 2 years o
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monitoring in Geographe Bay - to be
undertaken by the University of Western
Australia.

Amphibolis species of seagrass




The Geographe Catchment — at a glance

Approx. 250km from Perth, bound by the Whicher c@rarling Range and Leeuwin-Naturaliste Ridge.
Catchment area of approx. 200Ckaxtending from Gelorup in the north, to Kirup, awoss to Cape Naturaliste

in the west, with 70km of picturesque coastline.

7 major rivers - Capel, Sabina, Abba, Ludlow, Vasdarbunup, Buayanyup. A series of watercourseis dngo
the Geographe Bay via Toby Inlet. Other natural amificial waterways dissect the landscape.
Approximately 37% remnant vegetation cover (26%pablic land); Two vegetation communities have g
10% of their original extent remaining and 13 hkags than 30% of their original extent remaining.
Extensive coastal wetlands including the Vasse-Véomm RAMSAR-listed wetlands.

Population of approximately 28,000. Population dgiorate amongst highest in country.

Area included in an international and a nationatbiersity hotspot.

Includes Busselton and Capel Shires and a porfitimeedShires of Augusta-Margaret River & Donnybrook
Approx. 63% of the land is classed as rural. Thennaaricultural-related industries include: dairrhing;
grazing; timber production; viticulture; horticuteuand tourism.

Approximately 21 Declared Rare Flora and 21 faiperies endangered or priority listed.

Seagrass meadows are tHerflost extensive in Western Australia.
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Mr Robin Flowers
Mr Barry Oates

Mr Michael Scott
Ms Lisa Massey
Mr Hal Scott
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Ms Bethwyn Hastie
Ms Bev Thurlow
Ms Katie Bell

Mr Dale Putland
Mr John Carter
Mr Bernie Masters

Resigned
Mr Martin Pritchard

Ms Beth Golden

Chairperson (from August 2004)
Deputy Chairperson

Community Representative
Community Representative

Community Representative
Community Representative
Shire of Capel

Shire of Busselton

Department of Water
Department of Agriculture and
Food

Department  of
Infrastructure

Department of Environment anc
Conservation

Community Representative

Planning &

Community
2001-2006

Deputy Chairperson from
2002- 200¢

Representative

Department of Water

Departments of Agriculture and Food, Environmen
and Conservation, Planning & Infrastructure; South
West Catchments Council; Cape to Capq
Catchments Group and other sub-regional group;
Water Corporation and Western Dairy Inc
Shires of Busselton, Capel, Augusta-Margaret Rive
and Donnybrook-Balingup

School students and primary and secondary school
Cultural heritage groups

Capel, Vasse-Wonnerup, Sussex and Yallingu
Landcare Conservation District Committees, Toby
Inlet Catchment Group, Dunsborough Coast an
Landcare and other NRM groups

Business, industry and developers

Environmental groups, including the Busselton-
Dunsborough  Environment Centre and the
Geographe Community Landcare Nursery
Tertiary institutions and graduates;
development and extension organizations
Busselton-Dunsborough Volunteers centre
Volunteers

Wider community
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