
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
               
       
 
         
 
        

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2009-10 
 
Rivercare  
(Vasse, Sabina, Ludlow, Carbunup, Capel 
and Buayanyup River) 
Project Aim: To implement riparian (river) 
management and stock control. 
 
Highlights: 
1. Over 20 000 plants have been planted along 
priority waterways in the Geographe Catchment 
during the winter 2010. 
2. Showcased the spectacular riparian vegetation in 
the Carbunup Reserve with 26 community 
members during the Spring wildflower walk. 
3. Engaged with 61 enthusiastic landholders across 
six catchments to work on river restoration activities 
on their properties. 
4. Achieved 37 kms of riparian waterway protection 
and stock control fencing, 48 ha of weed control in  
river areas and 32 ha of revegetation with local native 
riparian species. 

 
Urban Drainage 
Project Aim: To improve water quality discharging 
from the Busselton LIA and entering Geographe 
Bay and surrounding wetlands 
 
Highlights: 
1. Implementation of the ‘Bay Friendly Business’ 
program – 20 businesses engaged. 
2. Partnership agreement developed with Shire of 
Busselton for construction and long-term 
management of on ground works projects within 
Busselton Light Industrial Area. 

3. Planning and final designs completed for 3 
stormwater upgrades within Busselton LIA: Bunbury 
Street Basin (Stage 1 and 2), Fairlawn Road Drain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bay OK 
Project Aim: To increase awareness in the general 
community of the importance of managing water 
quality in the catchment to protect Geographe Bay.    
 
Highlights: 
1. Created and coordinated the Bay OK photo 
competition in March 2010. 
2. Delivered the Bay OK presentation to a number 
of key community, shire and political groups 
including Busselton and Districts Residents 
Association, the SW Greens, L.A.M.P. Inc., Capel 
and Busselton Shires and FAWNA 
3. Produced 21 Bay OK media releases later 
published in local papers, newsletters and 
Department’s website promoting the Bay OK 
message in 2010. 
4. Bay OK Launched by Hon. Barry House MLC 
 

Biodiversity 
Project Aim: To protect and enhance biodiversity 
values in the Geographe Catchment with particular 
focus on coastal habitats, wetlands and priority 
Shire reserves.  
 
Highlights: 
1. Wetland gumboot wander through the New River 
urban wetland in September 2010. 
2. Created a further 1.7 ha of strategic linkages to 
improve habitat for the Threatened Western Ringtail 
Possum (WRP).  
3.Planted 5100 seedlings from locally collected 
seed in Ruabon-Tutunup, Yoongarillup and 
Ambergate Reserves.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dairy Effluent Management 
Project Aim: To improve effluent management at 
10 dairy sheds in priority catchments to minimise 
nutrients entering local waterways. 
 
Highlights: 
1. Nine local consultants were trained in effluent 
system design. 
2. Local earthwork contractors have been trained in 
Best Practice methods of constructing effluent 
ponds to ensure best practise management. 
3. 10 local dairy farmers have signed funding 
agreements to implement effluent system 
upgrades. 
 

Peppies for Possums 
Project Aim: To enhance the conservation of the 
Western Ringtail Possum (WRP) through 
community awareness & involvement, planting 
Peppies (Agonis flexuosa) and native understorey 
to provide food and habitat and working with 
industry and local government and community on 
initiatives to protect the WRP.  
 
Highlights: 
1. WRP Symposium held in June 2010 with 60 
participants.  
2. Undertook a number of school and community 
WRP monitoring night stalks engaging 80 
participants in total. 
3. Held 2 x school WRP plantings with Georgiana 
Malloy Anglican School and Geographe Primary, 2 
x community planting days successfully planting 
some 1460 trees and engaging over 200 
participants. 
4. Created the electronic Western Ringtail Action 
Group newsletter (eWRAG). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ribbons of Blue / Geographe Schools 
Project Aim: To increase awareness and 
understanding of water quality issues in the 
Geographe Catchment, provide school and 
community educational opportunities, encourage 
and support collaborative local action projects and 
encouraging and supporting water quality 
monitoring. 
 
Highlights: 
1. Launch of the Bay Friendly Schools program. 
2. Main Street Banners for Bay OK. 
3. Provided 38 incursion/excursion for over 800 
students including planting over 1500 seedlings. 
 

Community Engagement 
Project Aim: To coordinate capacity building and 
training activities, liaising and networking between 
community groups, providing assistance with 
funding applications, attending and undertaking 
actions from community group meetings, providing 
a conduit between community groups and the Shire 
of Busselton 
 
Highlights: 
1. Assisted the Geographe Community Landcare 
Nursery with their ongoing strategic business 
review and planning process and event 
organisation.  
2. Publication of the quarterly Geographe Network 
News newsletter. Distribution has grown from 70 
individuals in 2000, 580 in 2009 and 680 in 2010 
3. Coordinating publication of the bi-monthly 
GeoCatch Up column in the local newspaper. 
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